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Constitutional Prohibition on Entry of Nuclear Weapons

The VFA does not violate the constitutional principle that "the Philippines,

consistent with the national interest, adopts and pursues a policy of freedom

from nuclear weapons in its territory." The VFA will not serve as an all-purpose

license for the United States to bring nuclear weapons or other weapons of mass
destruction in Philippine territory.

The Philippine Government has consistently followed the policy and practice of
prohibiting nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction from being
brought into Philippine territory by foreign military vessels and aircraft. In
the procedure it implements with regard to visiting forces warships and military

aircraft, the Philippine Government imposes the prohibition on these vessels and

aircraft to carry nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction in

Philippine territory.

The 1951 MDT does not constitute an exemption to this policy, nor does the VFA.



Thus, the United States has been made fully aware that the Philippine Government
will not allow the entry in Philippine territory of nuclear weapons and other
weapons of mass destruction during military exercises.

Consistent with this Philippine policy, U.S. Secretary of State, Madeleine

Albright, and Defense Secretary, William Cohen, have categorically and publicly

assured the Philippines that U.S. vessels and aircraft will not carry nuclear

weapons during military exercises with the Philippines. This declaration is an

affirmation of the policy enunciated on 27 September 1991 by former U.S.
President, George Bush, that, under normal circumstances, U.S. vessels and
aircraft will not carry nuclear weapons.

This U.S. policy has not been changed, It is, therefore, a reasonable
expectation that the implementation of the VFA will not constitute a
contravention of the Constitution with respect to the prohibition of nuclear

weapons and other weapons of mass destruction in the Philippines.
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